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Abstract

India is one of the most densely populated countries in the world with over one billion people and it is
vulnerable to numerous natural hazards, particularly earthquakes, floods, droughts, cyclones, and landslides.
Uttarakhand was formed on November 9, 2000 to become the 27" State of India. It is predominantly a hilly State,
having international boundaries with the People's Republic of China in the north and Nepal in the east. The monsoon
in June 2013 arrived almost two weeks earlier than expected in Uttarakhand, cloud bursts and heavy to very heavy
rainfall hit several parts of the higher reaches of the Himalayas. This unprecedented rainfall resulted in a sudden
increase in water levels, giving rise to flash floods in the Mandakini, Alaknanda, Bhagirathi and other river basins,
also causing extensive landslides at various locations. Continuous rains caused Chorabari Lake to rise and the Lake's
weak moraine barrier gave way and a huge volume of water along with large boulders came down the channel to the
cast, devastating the towns of Kedarnath, Rambara, Gaurikund and others in its wake. The paper discusses in detail
the damages caused due to floods in the State, especially in Rudraprayag and Uttarkashi districts in Mandakini and
Bhagirathi Valleys and reasons of damages and outlines the strategy for reconstruction works to reduce loss of life
in future flood events in the context of State of Uttarakhand.
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