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Abstract

Climate change has attracted much political and media attention in recent years. While western media
coverage of this issue has been well-documented, there is a paucity of media analysis for climate change
coverage in developing economies. This paper examines the media discourse generated in India among three
leading English—language dailies (with centrist and conservative news values) during globally prominent climate
change events. A quantitative analysis shows a peak in coverage when the Fourth Assessment Report by the
IPCC was released in February 2007, and when climate change crusaders won the Nobel Peace Prize in October
2007. A qualitative content analysis reveals that frames such as scientific certainty, energy challenge, social
progress, public accountability and looming disaster are widely employed by the elite Indian press to raise
relevant social, economic and political issues. Cross—cultural comparisons of media constructs, especially with
Europe and America, help identify the further development of risk communication in this field. In a broader,
global sense, this work can be tied in to the idea of the wlimatic turn’ as suggested by European researchers
with climate change evolving into a grand, transnational narrative.
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