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Abstract

In the present paper the importance of the river deltas situated in east coastal arzas are highlighted. The soil
type, climate and formation of river deltas situated along the east coast of India are reviewed. Godavari river annual
flows at Dowlaiswaram barrage were analyzed and found that only 4 to 16% of the river water being utilized and
rest of the water is allowed to flow into the sea. The salient benefits of proposed Polavaram project on Godavari
River above Dowlaiswaram barrage are also highlighted. The present and future threats for coastal areas are
reviewed and the thrust areas of research and for sustainable utility of limited fresh water potentials have been
identified.
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