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MESSAGE

Water has always been an integral part of our Indian culture. The history of management of water resources in our
country is older that the Indus Valley Civilization. Since ancient times, along with the development of civilization and
culture, the Indian-Bhagiraths had considered the importance of the climate, soil, nature and other variations across
the country for the managing the water resources and made remarkable progress in the field of development and
management of this precious natural resources.

Itis a matter of pleasure that the National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee, is going to publish the third edition of the
book “Hydrological Knowledge in Ancient India”. This book has a detailed discussion of human efforts for water
harvesting and management system and nurturing water sources in various spheres during the period ranging from
Vedic ancient India to the Harappan civilization. The works on Canals, Ponds, Dams, Wells and Lakes described in
ancientarticles, Inscriptions, Puranas, Upanishads etc., are also presented in detail. In ancient times, water was stored
in different ways and put to good use. The book also provides the strong evidence of hydrological knowledge of our
glorious ancientIndian saints.

| appreciate and congratulate the unique effort of the National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee in releasing the book. |
hope this book successfully achievesits goal and spreads the glory and hydrological knowledge of ancient India to the
whole world.

(Gajendra Singh Shekhawat)
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